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The SER Director Speaks . . . 

I 
t is with pride and humility that we present the inaugural 

newsletter under the 22nd administration. Despite the 

challenges posed by the COVID-19 global pandemic, 

the  Significant Southeast Region has remained  committed 

and focused on moving the region forward. Although we are 

still amid a pandemic, chapters are finding ways to provide 

incredible service for humanity in their communities.  This 

volume of the newsletter shows chapters throughout the  

region providing quality programs and projects and 

“strengthening our communities through unity, faith and 

resilience.” 

        

I would like to give special recognition to all chapters that 

participated in the inaugural newsletter, our newsletter    

editor, Soror Leola Mims, and our layout editor, Soror Treva 

Carter. 

 

Sisterly, 

 

Juanita Gibbons-Delaney 

SER Director, Chi Eta Phi Sorority, Inc. 

FOUNDER’S DAY 

T he most important day of the year for our   Sorority 

is October 16, Founder’s Day. This is the day that 

we remember our founders with admiration. We also 

revisit our vow to  service for humanity and to deliver the 

best care to the communities we serve. 

 

As we celebrate 89 years of Chi Eta Phi Sorority,       

Incorporated, we celebrate the legacy of the twelve cou-

rageous nurses who founded our great Sorority. We up-

hold their integrity and their vision as we wear our sym-

bols of Character, Education, and Friendship proudly.  

 

The impact of the contributions of the twelve jewels will 

forever live in the history of this organization. They have 

given to the Sorority a framework for wider opportunities 

to fulfill the purposes. Our Sorority is the lengthen shad-

ow of twelve visionary and courageous women who de-

voted their lives to nursing and humankind. 

 

Health Care has gone through many changes during the 

last two years because of the COVID 19 Pandemic. Nev-

er has the role of nurses been more vital to the service for 

humanity and the challenges endured.  

 

Continued on the next page 
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In the Southeast Region we have the opportunity to       

reflect on the past and to honor our future. We          

recognize the eight phenomenal Supreme Basilei 

who hailed from the Southeast: 

Our founders would be very proud of these Supreme 

Basilei. We must embrace the courage  they set out 

to redefine their roles in history.  We must embrace 

the same courage as we honor our local charter 

members.  Our very existence depends on it.  

 

I hope you will join me in celebration as we honor 

and  reflect on eighty-nine years of “Service for                    

Humanity.”  For those of us who have been left to 

carry on the legacy of Soror Aliene Ewell and the 

eleven Jewels, let us continue to flourish our  organi-

zation with growth, service and kindness. 

 

~Juanita Gibbons-Delaney 

Continued from previous page 

 

Supreme Basilei from the Southeast Region 
 

Anita K. Bass (Epsilon Chapter) 1950-1953 
Minnie Whitfield (Epsilon Chapter) 1959-1961 
Helen S. Miller (Pi Chapter) 1969-1973 
Verdelle B. Bellamy (Gamma Chi Chapter) 1973-1977 
Essie Rowser (Gamma Chi Chapter) 1981-1985 
Catherine W. Binns (Gamma Chi Chapter) 1993-1977 
Mildred D. Fennal (Chi Phi Chapter) 2009-2013 
 

Supreme Basileus Sarah M. Killian  
(Gamma Chi Chapter)  

2021-  
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Dr. Sarah M. Killian, DNP, RN, NEA-BC 

22nd Supreme Basileus of Chi Eta Phi Sorority, Incorporated 

Continued on the next page 
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M adame Supreme Basileus, Sarah Killian, joined Chi Eta 
Phi Sorority, Incorporated® twenty-five years ago, during 

which she spent many years in leadership positions. While in 
those leadership positions, she assisted professional and civic     
organizations in assessing, planning, implementing, and evalu-
ating to meet and exceed their goals.  

During her membership in Chi Eta Phi, Sorority, Incorporated, 
she has held the positions of National Organizer (2009 -2013) 
and Second Supreme Anti-Basileus (2013-2017). Madame      
Supreme Basileus Killian was Chairperson of the Southeast   
Region Awards Committee. On the local level, she served as  
Dean of Membership, Tamiochus and Chairperson of the Fund-
raising Committee and numerous other chapter committees.  
Additionally, she serves as a mentor to new members.  

 

A distinguished leader, Dr. Killian has more than 30 combined years of nursing experience in 
the areas of education, administration and clinical practice.  She obtained her BSN degree from 
Georgia State University and her MSN and DNP from the     Medical College of Georgia. She is 
board certified as an Advance Nurse Executive.   Additionally, she has a special interest in glob-
al nursing and has participated in healthcare delegations to the former Soviet Republic of Geor-
gia, Haiti, and the Dominican Republic. 

 

Madame Supreme Basileus’ vision is to “Embrace, Honor, Elevate and Empower the 
Core of Chi: Embracing our Legacy with Honor, Elevating our Presence in the 
Community, and Empowering Visionaries to Lead us into the Future.” She states, “It 
is about our organization and the community, and I will do my best to maximize efforts of      
actualizing the organization’s vision, mission and beyond.” 

 

Madame Supreme is a member of Gamma Chi Chapter in Atlanta, GA.   She is married to        
Michael Killian, and they are the proud parents of two adult children, and six grandchildren. 

Sarah M. Killian, DNP, RN, NEA-BC 
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Continued from previous page 

 

S oror Agee hails from Alpha Chi Chapter of 

Nashville, Tennessee.  She has been a    

member of Chi Eta Phi Sorority, Incorporated for 

over 13 years. She has served in different leader-

ship roles and contributed to education on the   

local, regional and national levels. She is a   

servant leader with over 20 years of leadership              

experience.  While serving in her immediate past       

position as the Assistant Regional Director of the 

Southwest Region of Chi Eta Phi Sorority,      

Incorporated, Soror Agee was able to present an 

insider’s look into the American Nurses’ Creden-

tialing Center (ANCC) accreditation process and 

its requirements. 

Soror Agee became a member of Chi Eta Phi   

Sorority, Incorporated with an invitation and    

induction by the phenomenal Phi Chi Chapter of 

Augusta, Georgia in 2008. She chartered Kappa 

Chi Chi Chapter of  Honolulu, Hawaii with 12 

dynamic nurses in 2015.  

 

In 2004, she received a Bachelor of Science    

Degree in Nursing from Adelphi University in 

Garden City, New York, a Master of Science in 

Nursing Education from Grand Canyon          

University, Phoenix, Arizona, and a Master of 

Science in Nursing Anesthesia from the U.S.   

Army Graduate Program in Anesthesia Nursing 

and Northeastern University,  Boston Massachu-

setts in 2013. 

Soror Agee published “The Effects of QuikClot    

Combat Gauze on Hemorrhage Control in the       

Presence of Hemodilution” in the AMEDD   

Journal of Medicine and the American             

Association of Nurse Anesthetists. She was also 

keynote speaker on the same topic. She has 

earned multiple awards and     attended numerous 

military and civilian leadership and communica-

tion courses, to include the prestigious Colonel 

C.J. Reedy Command and General Staff  College.  

 

Working to improve the community, to increase 

awareness and to decrease disparities, Soror Agee    

holds active memberships in St. Anseim Episco-

pal Church, American Association of Nurse 

Anesthetists, Sigma Theta Tau International 

Nursing Honor Society, National Black Nurses 

Association, NAACP Life Member, ROCKS,  

Incorporated Life Member, The Order of the 

Eastern Star, Daughters of the Imperial Court and 

The Order of the Golden Circle. 

Despite her many accomplishments and life           

experiences, Soror Agee is most proud of being 

married to Mr. Willie Agee III, MD, PhD and 

parenting their two daughters. 

Samantha Agee, MSN-Ed, RN, APRN, CRNA 
 

2nd National Vice President 
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        Epsilon wins the Banner Award 
 

D uring the 66th annual convention of Chi Eta Phi    

Sorority, Incorporated held on July 11-17th in 

Hanover, Maryland, Epsilon Chapter was named recip-

ient of its "2021 Banner Award."  This prestigious 

award is    presented annually to chapters whose pri-

mary goal was directed towards the sponsoring of and 

participating in various program activities that promote 

the   sorority's motto of "Service for Humanity."  Epsi-

lon Chapter sponsored and/or participated in programs 

that were specifically geared towards meeting the 

wellness & health needs of those individuals residing 

within Tuskegee/Macon County and surrounding are-

as.  In the midst of unexpected adversities evolving 

due to COVID-19, every effort was made to accom-

plish the chapter's mission and goals via the virtual 

Zoom    platform. 

Congratulations to Soror Kristen Ashley for receiving 

the Mable Keaton Staupers Scholarship Award!  As 

well as putting together a great poster presentation dur-

ing the Boule.  Ms. Ashley and Mrs. Staupers share the 

fact that they both received undergraduate degrees 

from black colleges of higher learning, namely 

Tuskegee and Howard 

Universities.  Upon  

graduation, Kristen was    

employed as a member 

of the Tuskegee Uni-

versity nursing faculty.  

Due to the extreme  

dedication exemplified 

in the mentoring of her 

students, she was the 

recipient of the "Faculty 

Performance Award in Teaching."  Additional        

academic studies were done at U.A.B. where she    

received the Masters of Science  Degree in Nursing 

and is pursuing a Doctor of Philosophy Degree at 

U.A.B. where she is currently employed.   

Centenarian in the Chapter 

Soror Lucy Brown will be celebrating her 100th birth-

day on September 17th. Soror Brown has been an   

uninterrupted member of Epsilon Chapter since 1946. 

Soror Brown is a Master’s prepared nurse who has 

held multiple awards during her membership, to    

include Nurse of the Year twice, Sisterhood award 

and Unsung Hero Award. Soror Brown is planning to 

celebrate her birthday with family and friends at mass 

followed with a celebration afterwards. She is eager to 

celebrate her birthday and we are blessed to have   her 

continued membership which comes with wisdom.  

 

Happy 100th Birthday 

Epsilon Chapter celebrated the 100th 

birthday of Soror Lucy M. Brown. 

She has been an active member of 

Epsilon Chapter for 75 years. We 

believe she is the longest active 

member of Chi Eta Phi Sorority still 

living.  Help us wish her  a sisterly 

Happy Birthday! 

Epsilon Chapter, Tuskegee, AL 

Soror Kristen Ashley 

Prayers and Comfort sent to the following Sorors   

   
Soror Kristen Ashley for the passing of her uncle. 
Soror Nigel Robbins for the passing of her mother. 
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Nu Chapter, Miami, FL 

N u Chapter continues its visibility in the community. 

On July 24, 2021 six Sorors participated in a Back 

to School Event at Charles Hadley Park. We provided 

blood pressure monitoring; taught hand washing       

techniques; and nutrition education which included foods 

and drinks’ sugar content information. We also provided 

bags that included hand sanitizer, masks and school   

supplies. The event was well attended. All attendees and 

vendors wore masks and social distancing was also  

maintained. 

Pi Chapter, Durham, NC 

Programs and Projects Implemented during COVID-

19 Pandemic 

M embers of Pi Chapter have continued to participate 
in services in a safe and supportive manner during 

the COVID-19 Pandemic through the use of technology 
and other methods. 
 
 

Some of the activities include: Partnered with the       
International Association of Sickle Cell Nurses and    
Professional Associates to co-sponsor a Sickle Cell 
Webinar; sponsored Third Annual Leadership Retreat 
virtually; sponsored a Red Dress Event virtually in     
observance of National Heart Month; and monetary   
donations were made to the following institutions and 
organizations: C. C. Spaulding Elementary School;  
Community Health Coalition, Inc.; Lincoln Community 
Health Center Foundation, Inc.; NC Food Bank, Durham 
Branch; the Triangle Nonprofit & Volunteer Leadership 
Center; and St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 
 
 

The Thirteenth Scholarship Program was held virtually 

on March 6, 2021. The theme was Tea Party with Pi 

Chapter’s Founders – Celebrating the Legacy. Soror 

Alberta L. Allen, the only surviving charter member, and 

deceased founders of Pi Chapter were recognized. The 

following awards and scholarships were presented: The 

Evelyn Dudley Memorial Award in honor of the first 

president of Pi Chapter; and 2021 Scholarships totaling 

$2000.00 each were presented to two (2) deserving nurs-

ing students. Soror Mary P. Dempson was recognized as 

the 2021 Soror of the Year for outstanding contributions 

to the chapter and the community. 
 

Gifts have also been provided to Pi Gems observing safe-

ty guidelines. The Pi Gems Program was initiated by the 

chapter in May 2020 to honor the longevity and legacy of 

members who are age eighty and above with more than 

ten years of continuous service. Currently, there are six 

(6) Pi Gems. 
 

We are happy to announce that Soror April Bowen was 

reclaimed, and we look forward to working with her. 

Frater Riley B. Walters, Jr. serves as Basileus, and we 

have a total of thirty-seven (37) members. 

Alpha Chi Chapter, Nashville, TN 

D uring the 2020-2021 Program Year of COVID-19, 

the Sorors and frater of Alpha Chi Chapter       

maintained their high level of service and visibility.  The 

chapter hosted several webinars on health promotion and 

disease prevention including a Kidney Sunday webinar 

with a local nephrologist. Attendance was noteworthy and 

the program ended with several questions and answers.  

Nursing education was supported by awarding three (3) 

$1300.00 scholarships to Tennessee State University  

nursing students and by a Star Level, $500.00, donation to       

Futurama.  The chapter packaged 4400 diapers, which 

benefitted 88 local families and packaged hygiene kits for 

a Homeless Girl Scout Troop. Alpha Chi Chapter      

maintained its monetary donations to The March of 

Dimes, Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and St. 

Jude Children’s Research Hospital, to name a few. 

The program year ended on a high note on May 27, 2021 

with a virtual celebration of our 60th Chartering Anniversary. 

In attendance were the two (2) surviving charter members, 

along with several inactive members who later expressed a 

desire to re-activate.  The chapter was honored to receive 

greetings from Immediate Past Supreme Basileus, Soror 

Priscilla Murphy and newly elected Southeast Regional   

Director, Soror Juanita Gibbons-Delaney. Program partici-

pants led the audience through six (6) decades of Alpha Chi 

Chapter’s “Service for Humanity”. The program was well 

received and ended with a toast to the next 60+ years at the 

virtual wine and cheese reception.      

The 2021-2022 Program year has gotten off to a wonderful 

start!  The chapter congratulates Soror Samantha Agee who 

was elected Second Supreme Anti-Basileus at the July 2021 

66th Boulé in Hanover, MD. She is the first elected national 

officer from the chapter.  Congratulations are also extended 

to Soror Mamie Williams who was promoted to Senior   

Director of Nursing Diversity and Inclusion at Vanderbilt 

University Medical Center; to Soror Mechele Neal,         

Anti-Basileus, who was recently recognized as TNNPA 

Nurse Practitioner of the Year; and to Soror TaRessa Poole 

who graduated from Western Governors University with a 

Master of Science Degree in Nursing Education.  

Alpha Chi Chapter will continue its Service for Humanity by 

supporting the local community as well as participating in 

national collaborations. We look forward to awarding   

scholarships to nursing students in December 2021.    
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G amma Chi Chapter partnered with Dreams Come True 

International along with Mission on the Move to hold 

a back to school giveaway on August 7,2021. The event was 

held at 8206 Duralee lane in Douglasville, Georgia. Students 

were provided book bags and school supplies. There were 

also treats available such as snowballs, bread, and pastries. 

Over 100 school supply packets were given away. The   

Sorors were joined by fellow nurse, Ranita 

McGeathey,  who not only provided items but helped to 

direct traffic at the event.  Gamma Chi was on the road 

again providing service for humanity and supplies for young 

minds for the new scholastic year.  

 

1.  Programs and Projects - Sorors provided health     

education information  on Covid 19, Cancer, Arthritis, 

Stroke, and Heart Disease to numerous churches for use 

in their health ministry.  Sorority members assisted with 

the establishment of guidelines and protocols to assist 

churches in their reopening process (using the CDC 

guidelines) and also assisted with the organization of 

covid vaccine administration clinics in the communities. 

 

2.  Sorors provided monetary donations for St. Jude, 

Fisher House Veterans Organization, Lowcountry Food 

bank, Jenkins orphanage and the Animal Society.  We 

also provided onsite distribution of food and food      

products in the community. 

 

3.  Sorority members helped to organize community 

health fairs as well as worked in the health fairs to     

disseminate information to the community.  

 

4.  We communicated with our elderly sorority members 

to assess their needs and ascertain if we could be of   

assistance.  We were active in recruitment and retention 

in the chapter. 

 

5.  The chapter maintained communication thru Zoom 

meetings during this pandemic year. 

H ello, we are the Sigma Chi Beta Chapter of Chi Eta 

Phi Sorority Incorporated located at the illustrious 

North   Carolina Agricultural and Technical State Univer-

sity. Our Beta Spring 2021 Intake consists of 7 brilliant 

and dynamic women: Aleah Mixon, Maurissa Barnes,      

Katherine Copeland, Donisha Clarke, Kendall Edmond, 

Richelle Gordon, and Ashley Wiley. We are very excited 

about the 2021-2022 school year. some activities/ideas we 

have planned for the year are definitely partnerships with 

other Beta Chapters; an NCLEX review event; Awareness 

month recognition programs; and more. As sisters, we are 

prepared and ready to work diligently to represent the 

sorority as well as our nursing career in the best way   

possible.  

T he Sorors of Upsilon Chi are actively working to 

achieve the program goals on a national level. Our  

programs have included blood pressure screenings and    

referrals; working with children and teens to provide shoes, 

haircuts and  lice checks prior to starting a new school year; 

serving our senior citizens at Golden Age Retirement Home 

by providing a hot meal that Sorors  served, engaging in 

meaningful and stimulating games and activities with door 

prizes.  Our chapter also participates with   the American 

Heart Association as we provide heart healthy information to 

our congregations and communities regarding prevention of 

heart disease/stroke and the warning signs for  these condi-

tions.  

The Sorors of Upsilon Chi have a servant heart that has been 

demonstrated consistently by our participation in and raising   

over $3,000 in the walkathon for St. Jude Hospital in    

Memphis, TN; the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure for 

breast cancer; the Alzheimer’s Association; and the March 

of Dimes. During nurses’ month, our chapter highlighted and 

celebrated each member on our chapter Facebook page for 

their unique contribution to nursing and to Chi Eta Phi    

Sorority, Incorporated.  

Continued on next page 

Gamma Chi Chapter, Atlanta, GA 

Omicron Chi Chapter, Charleston, SC 

Sigma Chi Beta Chapter, Greensboro, NC 

Upsilon Chi Chapter, Knoxville, TN 
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This past year, our chapter initiated one new member and re-

claimed another.  
 

Upsilon Chi Chapter was awarded a $12,500 United Way of 

East Tennessee grant that was used to purchase supplies 

(gloves, adult masks-with lanyards and masks for children, face 

shields, digital thermometers, Dial bar soap, hand sanitizer, 

travel tissue, paper towels) to assist community members, their 

families, businesses, and school children to 

protect themselves against the COVID-19 

virus. Our effort was intentional as we devel-

oped COVID-19 educational materials that 

was given with all physical supplies. Sorors 

participated and partnered with other      

community organizations, local hospitals, 

and the county health department to provide COVID-19      

vaccinations with Moderna, Pfizer, and Johnson & Johnson 

immunizations from February to May 2021. These vaccination 

clinics were taken to the people in churches, youth and senior 

centers, and senior living facilities. The goal of this community 

effort was to be a trusted messenger to the community as they 

learned more about the vaccines. At every opportunity fact 

sheets were given to dispel myths and untruths about COVID-

19 and the current vaccines. The vaccination clinics also     

provided free COVID-19 testing.  
 

The chapter continues to support the educational efforts of  

professional nursing students in our local community. We also 

enhanced our relationships with local schools of nursing by 

asking them to participate in our COVID-19 vaccination clinics 

that included students and nursing faculty. Our effort also   

included area Registered Nurses who volunteered to assist us as 

well. This was also seen as an opportunity to promote Chi Eta 

Phi Sorority, Incorporated within our community as we       

received an enormous amount of news media coverage during 

this time.   
 

Upsilon Chi will continue to host our 34th Annual Music in the 

Air Brunch that benefits our programs and scholarships. That 

event will be on Saturday, December 4, 2021 at The Foundry. 

Our chapter has a Facebook page and website also.  

 

 

The Advanced Practice Nurse’s Role in Global Health      

Initiatives 

                                    -   Bonnie Graham, Upsilon Chi      

The role of the advanced practice nurse (clinical nurse     

specialist, nurse practitioner, nurse midwife, and nurse   

anesthetist) in the  United States is clearly delineated. In the 

United States, these practitioners serve as clinicians,        

advocates, educators, case managers, researchers, and      

consultants. However, these very same roles may or may not 

exist in other parts of the world, namely in third world    

countries. The healthcare provided in the United States is 

superior to many countries who could benefit from this level 

of care. So why is it not occurring? What steps should be 

taken? How can we serve? Who do we serve and for how 

long? These questions are ones I ask myself all the time. 

What is my role in helping others outside of my community, 

my comfort zone, my safety net? How can I be a help and not 

a hindrance? How can I empower sustainability and not 

weaken community ownership?  How can I encourage and 

support and not cripple and  discourage? 
 

When I think about global health, I realize it is public health 

on a global stage. It’s what nurses are good at doing. Nurses 

at all levels are proficient at teaching health and impacting 

disease prevention.  Our health education efforts minimize 

the spread of disease, and like now with the COVID-19   

pandemic, we are in the forefront of management of this  

disease outbreak. Nurses have the expertise and have met the 

competencies of their respective disciplines to lead in      

strategies to mitigate disease, inform others in life-changing 

health initiatives, and provide support and comfort to those 

who are at end-of-life stages.   

So, what is our role in global health? 

What do we want our role to be? I 

see the future of advanced practice 

nurses, especially nurse practitioners 

and nurse midwives, as innovators 

who create new pathways to deliver 

better health in countries where the 

old way of doing things is not    

working or is obsolete. When we 

apply evidence-based practice to global  health issues the 

result is better patient outcomes that improve the overall 

health of communities. When we push for policy making and 

legislative changes that will influence population health   

outcomes in the United States, as well as across the globe, 

then everyone wins, and the health of our world citizens  

improve.  

Global health initiatives seem overwhelming and unachieva-

ble. However, nothing is impossible. Nurses collaborate 

globally and   can influence research, practice, and policy to 

influence changes in healthcare strategies in our respective 

countries. As educators, why not have student nurses com-

plete international experiences? Why   not mentor other nurs-

es who are practicing globally in other countries? The United 

Nations has developed 17 Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) for which advanced practice nurses are in a unique 

position to achieve them. (https://sdgs.un.org/goals). 

Continued on next page 

Continued from previous page 

 

Broken things can become 

Blessed things if you let God do the mending 
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As you can see, there are many questions, but only a few      

answers. Global health should be everyone’s concern. Our   

current pandemic is proof of that. What affects the people in 

Africa, India, China, Jamaica, Haiti, etc.  does affect us. The 

question is when will we do something about it?  My challenge 

to you is quite simple—What will your role be in advancing 

health globally? 

Continued from previous page 

Phi Chi Chapter, Augusta, GA 

Phi Chi held Leadership Training  

O n July 24, 2021, Phi Chi Chapter of Chi Eta Phi     

Sorority Incorporated presented its first leadership 

training of the year. Soror Gwen Taylor presented Leader-

ship in the 21st Century and Soror Barbara Welcher         

presented Servant Leadership. Nineteen Sorors attended. The 

training culminated with a jeopardy game activity focusing 

on the leadership within the national, regional, and local 

sorority. 

    Soror Gwen Taylor  Soror Barbara Welcher, Basileus  

Phi Chi Prayer Committee and Chi Care Calls Commit-

tee’s Joint Effort 

The two committees lead by the Prayer Committee joined    

forces to bring some love and hope to Sorors who had been 

confined due to illness and/or unable to participate in      

sorority activities.  On July 31, 2021, thirteen (13) Sorors 

formed a Prayer Caravan, dressed in green and yellow,  

carrying posters, big smiles, gifts and lots of love made its 

first stop to find our Soror alone with residents of the       

Assisted Living Facility waiting outside for us to arrive. 

They were greeted, given green or yellow “clappers” and a 

brief introduction of members.  We placed our Chi Eta Phi 

posters; sang; prayed; intermingled, 

and took pictures with our Soror. The 

Caravan continued until we reached all 

eight Sorors to be seen for this event.  

(One of several responses received 

after the visitations:) “Thank you, Sorors, for your Prayer 

Caravan visit.  Your mere presence brought joy to my heart 

and tears to my eyes.  Seeing you out there in your green 

and yellow with sorority paraphernalia and signs was won-

derful. Your song and prayer filled my heart.  You touched 

and encouraged my soul.” 

Sorors making caravan visits 

At home of a Soror

The reception was so great from all of them that we 

will repeat this action again soon to continue to show 

our love to our sisters. 

Soror Remembered 

Phi Chi Chapter participated in a balloon release in 

remembrance of Soror Yolanda Coar who was the first 

nurse to succumb to COVID 19 one year ago. Family 

members, co-workers, friends and eight (8) Sorors 

gathered on Monday, August 9, 2021 and released the 

balloons at 6:13 pm, the hour of our dear sister’s     

departure. 

Sorors release balloons 
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Sigma Eta Chapter, Montgomery, AL 

Kidney Walk 

O n May 1, 2021, Sigma Eta Chapter participated in a  
Kidney Walk held at Riverwalk (Biscuits) Stadium,   

sponsored by Alabama Kidney Foundation. Blood      
pressure screenings were performed. Sorors Gwen Davis 
and Debra Pinkney completed fourteen (14) blood      
pressure screenings. Eleven (11) individuals had systolic 
blood pressure readings greater than 130. All were       
referred to their health care provider for follow-up.  One 
of the 11 had a blood pressure reading of 215/118.  This 
individual was encouraged to immediately seek medical 
care with their health care provider/or an urgent care   
provider.  All received hypertension and kidney-related 
one–on–one education.  Educational materials were     
disseminated.   

 

Mach of Dimes Virtual Walk 

On June 19, 2021, Sigma Eta Chapter held a Virtual Walk 
via ZOOM and Facebook to raise funds in support of 
March of Dimes and to bring awareness to health issues 
and wellness of expectant mothers and newborn babies. 
Education on the history of the March of Dimes           
organization was provided; information regarding ongoing 
support was given to mothers and newborn babies.      
Education was provided on the benefits of walking for 
heart health, weight management, stress reduction, and 
overall wellness. The event was open to the public and 
was promoted on Facebook with a video/commercial  
campaign.  Sorors Vanessa Barlow, Sarah Franklin,   
Crystal Nelson, and Crystalyn Winfield participated in 
this event. There was one participant for this virtual event 
that was not a member of Chi Eta Phi. The Chapter raised 
a total of $440 to support March of Dimes.  

COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic 

On August 15, 2021, Sigma Eta Chapter participated in a 
Drive-by Vaccine Clinic at Antioch Baptist Church, 6515 
Old Selma Road in Montgomery, Alabama. The Vaccine 
Clinic was an outreach partnership with Black Voters 
Matter, Why Not Us, and Montgomery Black Nurses  
Association. We assisted in the assessment of recipients 
following vaccine administration. Over 100 backpacks 
were distributed to participants during this event, along 
with meals provided by a food truck. The backpacks were 
filled with essential school items. Participating Sorors: 
Gwen Davis, Mary Dorsey, Sarah Franklin, Katherine 
Means, Vanessa Prater, and Marilyn Whiting.  

On August 21, 2021, Sigma Eta Chapter partnered with 
Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church, Parks Pharmacy, 
and the Montgomery Black Nurses Association to provide 
COVID-19 vaccinations to an underserved population. 
Soror(s) Mary Dorsey, Sarah Franklin, and Katherine 
Means participated. A total of 29 vaccinations were     
administered to include youth and the elderly. Sorors   
provided education to participants regarding post-

vaccination symptoms. 

On September 11, 2021, Sigma Eta partnered with     

Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church, Parks Pharmacy, 

and the Montgomery Black Nurses Association to provide  

a second COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic to an underserved 

population. There were a total of 38 vaccinations given to 

include youth and the elderly. Education was provided for the 

awareness of symptoms post-vaccination. Participating    

Sorors in this event: Gwen Davis, Mary Dorsey, Sarah   

Franklin, Katherine Means, Vanessa Prater, and Marilyn 

Whiting. 

 

 

E ta Phi Chapter has engaged in opportunities to provide 

community outreach and programs for youth through 

their participation in District I, Prichard, AL, “Back to 

School – COVID Information and School Supplies Give 

Away.”  The event was held on August 7, 2021, at Highpoint 

Park, Eight Mile, AL.  Eta Phi Chapter in collaboration with 

local organizations, businesses, and individuals provided the 

supplies for this event.  Over 300 bags of school supplies 

were given to students, COVID-19 health literature was 

shared, and blood pressure checks were offered as well.  The 

event was well received by the community. 

Eta Phi Chapter, Mobile, AL 

Bags for return to school  
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Mu Phi Chapter, Stone Mountain, GA 

Meet Selece Beasley . . . 

S elece Beasley currently serves as 

the Anti-Basileus of Mu Phi  

Chapter in Stone Mountain, GA. Soror 

Beasley joined Chi Eta Phi Sorority, 

Incorporated® at Howard University.  

Selece currently serves as Chief   

Compliance Officer at Kindred at 

Home. With more than 30 years of 

experience in the healthcare industry 

and nearly 20 years of service with 

Kindred, Selece has a strong background as an RN, as well as     

extensive legal and compliance expertise. She most recently was 

Kindred at Home’s Senior Vice President and Chief Clinical       

Officer. She previously served as Kindred at Home’s Divisional 

Vice President, Regulatory Affairs and Clinical Risk, working to 

support the company through the interpretation and education of 

regulatory changes, with the goal of minimizing financial and     

patient care risks. Selece holds a bachelor’s degree in Nursing from 

Howard University, and she earned her Juris Doctorate from North 

Carolina Central University. 

As a Black woman, when did you realize you had "made it" in a 
white, male-dominated corporate America? 

To say that I have "arrived" means that I have reached a destination. 

I don't believe I've arrived, I continue to evolve and grow, with 

many miles to go before I rest.  As a Black woman in a white     

male-dominated corporate America, I've had many experiences that 

enable me to pause, reflect, and examine my accomplishments and 

the impact that they've had on others. One thing I've learned is that 

the last word is mine. I can influence ideas and behaviors and can 

serve as a resource to others. I want to do my part to dispel myths 

and preconceived notions about what is possible so that others may 

follow. 

What's your best advice to young Black women and men who as-
pire to your level of power, influence, or paycheck? 

Stay focused and find a great 1nentor for support. Ask questions and 

never be afraid to accept a challenge. Get the best education you can 

in your area of interest. Be self-aware and understand and appreciate 

your self-worth. Don’t let someone else define that for you. It is OK 

to stumble but pick yourself up and keep going. Be flexible and 

willing to learn alternate methods to accomplish your goals. Being 

flexible does not equate to being weak. Remember that compromise 

is not a bad word. You can win the battle but lose the war, but    

giving up is the enemy of success. 

Those challenging moments were those when I felt invisible, when 

people looked beyond or through me. That behavior enabled me to 

pause, self-reflect, and move forward to engage with those who did 

not reciprocate the courtesy. Although I would not equate this    

behavior as a hardship of being a Black woman in corporate     

America, it is only a hardship if women retreat    

instead of continuing their journey.  If I could go 

back to the beginning of my career, I am not sure 

that I would do anything differently. Each stage of 

growth was calculated and helped prepare me for my 

current role. I was blessed to have mentors,        

managers, and coworkers that supported me and  

recognized my talents and contributions. I have   

always had the support of family and was never told 

what I could not do. When I graduated from law 

school, my grandfather told me that I could make a 

difference in this world, and that is what I plan to 

continue to do. I’m not finished making a difference. 

"To whom much is given, much is expected." 

U psilon Phi Chapter sponsored an Invitational 

Tea in July 2021.  The Chapter interviewed six 

(6) prospective candidates.  

Health Campaign information for Sickle Cell Aware-

ness and Prostate Cancer Awareness was forwarded 

to chapter Sorors for dissemination through their 

preferred social media sites and platforms. 

S orors Lenora Bell, from Delta Eta Chapter, India 

Nelson, from Phi Phi Chapter, LaTricia Tanner-

Myers, from Zeta Eta Eta Chapter, and Diane Myers, 

from Upsilon Phi Chapter, along with their chapters, 

were part of the planning committee for a four-

month webinar series “A Collaborative Approach to 

Addressing Racism in Nursing.” Below is a letter 

with links to view the webinar series along with an 

opportunity to share any experience you have had 

with racism in nursing.  

Hello, 

We hope you are enjoying the summer months and 

will take time for some rest and relaxation!  We are 

pleased that you were able to participate in “A Col-

laborative Approach to Addressing Racism in Nurs-

ing" webinar series that was held from March  - June 

of this year.  If you missed any of these webinars, the 

link to the recordings can be found  on the following 

websites: www.midscba.org and www.scnurses.org.  

We appreciate the opportunity to stay connected with 

you and have developed some engaging summer/fall 

activities.   

Continued on next page 

Upsilon Phi Chapter, Florence, SC 

Phi Phi Chapter, Sumter, SC 
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We will be sending you an email every month that includes an 
opportunity for you to share your experiences and strategies 
as it relates to diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) in      
nursing.  In addition, we will share links to relevant and    
informative resources with you. 
 
We will be working with the U of SC, College of Nursing, to 
plan a 2022 DEI Nursing Summit and welcome your input as 
we plan this event.  Finally, if you are aware of a nursing  
organization that would like to be represented on the DEI 
Summit planning committee, please let us know. Now, let’s 
get started!! 
 

July Summer Engagement -  
"Real Life, Real Stories, Real Talk" 

 
Have you experienced, witnessed, or exposed racism in the 
nursing profession or nursing education program and are will-
ing to share your story?  If so, please complete this 
form: https://forms.gle/iCYZVKk4C91CnDZJ6 
 
Online Resources: 
 1.     National Commission to Address Racism in 
 Nursing. https://www.nursingworld.org/practice-
 policy/workforce/clinical-practice-material/national
 -commission-to-address-racism-in-nursing/ 
 
 2.     Villarruel, A. M., & Broome, M. E. (2020). 
 Beyond the naming: Institutional racism in nursing.    
              Nursing outlook, 68(4), 375–376. https://
 doi.org/10.1016/j.outlook.2020.06.009 
 
Best Regards, 
 

 Lisa Davis, Midlands of SC Black Nurses Association  

 Reagan Conn, Student Nurses Association of SC 

 Kelli Bouthillet, SC Nurses Association 

 Lenora Bell, Delta Eta Chapter, Inc., Chi Eta Phi        
Sorority, Incorporated 

 India Nelson, Phi Phi Chapter, Chi Eta Phi Sorority,   
Incorporated 

 LaTricia Tanner-Myers, Zeta Eta Eta Chapter,  Chi Eta 
Phi Sorority, Incorporated 

 Diane Myers, Upsilon Phi Chapter, Chi Eta Phi Sorority, 
Incorporated. 

We congratulate our recent graduates: Kimberly Clay-
ton, Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP); Stephanie Dorsey, 
Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP); Telisa Grant, Doctor of 
Nursing Practice (DNP); Darneshia Jones, Doctor of Nursing 
Practice (DNP); and LaShanta Joyner, Master of Science 
Nursing (MSN). 
 
Delta Chi Chi held a garage sale as a fund raiser on July 24, 
2021.  We raised $473.25. 
 

I n March 2021, Zeta Chi Chi hosted a virtual sisterhood    
reclamation event (Chi, Coffee & Conversation)         

spearheaded by Soror De’Andrea Brown.  We are ecstatic to 
welcome two of our sisters, Sorors Patricia (Pattie) Mitchell 
and Arlise Clark-Milton back into the chapter. 
 
On July 2, 2921, Zeta Chi Chi – in corporation with Citizen 
Senior Incorporated – completed its annual fan donation 
spearheaded by Soror Georgia Hicks.  The chapter collected 
and presented the organization approximately 90 fans.  The 
last collection in 2019 totaled approximately 40 fans.  This 
year we were able to more than double our contribution!! 
 
On July 24th , Soror April Hamilton invited Zeta Chi Chi to 
be a part of an inaugural your conference event in partnership 
with “Hand 2 work, Hearts to Love” held in South Carolina.  
Soror De’Andrea Brown delivered a presentation on child-
hood obesity assisted by Sorors Georgia Hicks and Julia 
McCauley. 
 
On August 7, 2021, Zeta Chi Chi hosted a “Meet and Greet” 
informational session spearheaded by MSI Committee Chair, 
Soror Gratchen Roberson. Several prospective candidates  
attended and submitted applications for review.  We look  
forward to the upcoming process of events. 

Delta Chi Chi Chapter, Jacksonville, FL 

D elta Chi Chi participated in a Back to School Health 
Fair in conjunction with Ascension St. Vincent’s 

Health System on May 22, 2021; June 26, 2021 and July 
17, 2021. 

Zeta Chi Chi Chapter, Savannah, GA 

Chi Chi Chi Chapter, Memphis, TN 

Inaugural Occasions 
 

T he Chi Chi Chi Chapter hosted its Inaugural Celebrate 
Nurses Week May 2021 to celebrate chapter members 

for their hard work and dedication. This celebration includ-
ed a delectable  menu from a local food truck vendor.  
 

Programs/Projects and Chapter Initiatives 
 

Chi Chi Chi donated Sanitizing and Snack Sacks to the local 
March of Dimes Foundation for families of babies admitted 
to  the NICU.  

Continued on next page 

Continued from previous page 
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The Education Committee hosted a Leadership Conference in 
May 2021 to build the leadership skills of the sorority.  Chapter 
members were honored to have our Immediate Past Supreme 
Basileus Priscilla Murphy in attendance to offer support and 
leadership guidance.  
  
July 24, 2021 under the leadership of the newly elected chapter 
Basileus, Dr. Artangela Henry. The chapter displayed sister-
hood and bonding as they strategically coordinated community 
outreach projects and chapter activities through 2022.  
 
The Chi Chi Chi chapter’s theme for 2021 is Renew, Reclaim 
& Rebuild. We are using this theme to intentionally bring   
positive change and impact within the chapter and throughout 
the community to meet the core initiatives of the organization. 
 
Member Attributes: 
 
The following chapter members were recently elected to serve 
in their respective leadership roles: Sorors Artangela Henry 
(Basileus), Porshia Mahoro (Anti-Basileus), Denise Chears 
(Epistoleus), and Vallary Hamer (Tamiochus).   
 
Soror Karen Tate was awarded the Inaugural Chi Chi Chi 
Member of the Year award at the end of the fiscal year’s    
meeting, May 2021 for her continued and consistent communi-
ty health outreach to chapter members.   
 
The Tennessee Nurses Association recognized Soror Dr.    
Artangela Henry during the month of May for her             
contributions to evidence care, management and research in 
Sickle cell Disease.  She was also recognized by local media, in 
collaboration with colleagues at University Tennessee Health 
Science Center and St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, for 
being awarded a $50,000 grant to develop and implement a 
Sickle Cell Bootcamp for nurses.   
 
In June 2021, Soror Dr. Tina Williams was awarded the  
Presidential Lifetime Achievement Award from President Joe 
Biden for continued service in the community.  
 
Soror Kayla Williams was accepted to the DNP PMHNP  
program at University of Tennessee Health Science Center.   
 
Soror Dr. Kristie Peggins presented on the topic of Medical 
Marijuana, her area of expertise, to the Tennessee Nurses    
Association Districts 1 and 2 and the Mississippi Association 
of Nurse Practitioners. 
 
 
 
 
 

Year in Review! 

 

G amma Eta Eta Chapter and the Southeast Region     
continued to provide “Service for Humanity” despite the 

challenges the COVID-19 pandemic placed upon us. ZOOM 
became a way of life to conduct chapter and committee meet-
ings, Regional  Conferences, workshops, and educational   
symposiums. Hats off to each of you for a job well done! Here 
is Gamma Eta Eta Chapter’s year in review and we’re not 
done! 
 
January 29, 2021: Gamma Eta Eta Chapter was recognized by 
Sampson Partners, Inc. for outstanding community service in  

Gamma Eta Eta Chapter, Clinton, NC 

Sampson County, NC. Mrs. Peggy Melvin, Director of 
Volunteer Services presented us a check for $500 for our 
programs and projects.   

February 20, 2021: We hosted our 4th Annual Women’s 
Heart Health Event via Zoom providing education based on 
the  national them of Self-Care is Heart Care. This is one of 
our signature events. 
 

March 21, 2021: Phyllis Goodman, Basileus was the guest 
speaker for Rho Phi Chapter, Durham, NC’s 23rd Chapter 
Anniversary Celebration via ZOOM presenting “Taking 
Your Leadership Skills to the Next Level.”  Basileus 
Goodman stressed the spirit of mediocracy can kill a chap-
ter and an organization. The goal should be excellence in 
everything we    do! 

Continued on next page 

Sorors: Nettie Pernell Wilson, Sabrina Pope, Phyllis 

Goodman, and Harriett Bryant. Also pictured in the 

center is Mrs. Peggy Melvin. 

Continued from previous page 
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April 7 -10, 2021: Phyllis Goodman, Basileus co-chaired the 
Virtual Southeast Regional Conference 2021 Special Planning 
Committee. Sorors Crystal Bennett, Epistoleus and Christy 
Swinson, Anti-Basileus presented Racism: The Other Public 
Health Crisis. Soror Mary Goodman, Dean of Membership,    
was Co-Presider of the Anita K. Bass Scholarship and Award 
Ceremony. Chapter delegates were Sorors Felicia Alexander
-Lott, Crystal Bennett, Mary Goodman, Tammy McDuffie, 
and Christy Swinson. 
 
April 11, 2021: Our annual Kidney Sunday Event was held 
via ZOOM. We presented a kidney health awareness talk with 
emphasis on managing your blood pressure, reducing stress, 
and aiming for a healthy weight. Dr. Christy Swinson was our 
presenter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 8, 2021: Members of Gamma Eta Eta Chapter presented 
a Heart Health Self-Care Workshop via ZOOM for the Church 
of God of Prophecy, Smithfield, NC Annual Women’s Tea. 
Presenters were Sorors Harriet Bryant, Phyllis Goodman, 
Mary Goodman, and Rhonda Edwards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 22, 2021: Gamma Eta Eta Chapter charter members  
celebrated their 4th ChiVersary (May 20, 2017) with a barbe-
cue and photoshoot.  
 
May 23, 2021: We presented our Nurses Week event: 
“Celebration of Nursing with 100 Nurses in White” with Dr. 
Evelyn Hoover, Nursing Professor at NC A & T State Univer-
sity. She emphasized the importance of mentoring. A special 
PowerPoint “African American Nurses Who Changed the 
Course of Nursing” was presented by the chapter.  

Charter Members’ Photo Shoot 

June 5, 2021: Gamma Eta Eta Chapter hosted its March 
for Babies at Royal Lane Park, Clinton, NC. This walk was 
attended by chapter members and a Facebook Live was 
presented informing viewers of some the services that the 
March of Dimes  
provide and asked viewers for donations.  
 
Later that evening Sorors Mary Goodman, Phyllis Good-
man, Rhonda Edwards, LaSandra Williams, and Christy 
Swinson attended the Lambda Psi Nu Gala in Raleigh, 
NC. Greetings and Salutations were given by Phyllis Good-
man, Basileus. 

 
March for Babies June 5, 2021 

Lambda Psi Nu Gala (LPN Sorority) 

Continued on next page 

Continued from previous page 
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Phyllis Goodman, Basileus &  
Beverly Morgan National President,  

Lambda Psi Nu Sorority 

June 19, 2021: To increase visibility in the community, 
Gamma Eta Eta Chapter joined the Clinton-Sampson 
County Area Chamber of Commerce in January 2020. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions the official ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony was delayed  and was held on June 19, 2021, at 
Mt. Pleasant Church Log Cabin.  

July 11 – 17, 2021 Gamma Eta Eta Chapter was honored to 
serve at the 66th Boule and Education Conference in numerous 
capacities. Phyllis Goodman, Basileus served as chair of the 
Souvenir Journal Committee. The journal featured full color 
ads and tributes. Over $10,000 in ads were obtained. Soror  
Tiffany Melvin was appointed to serve on the National      
Technology Committee by our Immediate Past Supreme     
Basileus Priscilla Murphy. Sorors Mary Goodman and Phyllis 
Goodman presented “COVID-19 A Nurses Story” during the 
education conference. Phyllis Goodman, Basileus was elected 
to represent the Southeast Region on the National         
Nominating Committee. Chapter delegates were Sorors Feli-
cia Alexander Lott, Tammy McDuffie, and Phyllis Goodman.   
 
Members of Gamma Eta Eta Chapter were recognized at the 
Founders Luncheon during the 66th Education Conference 
and Boule in Hanover, MD.  Charter members in attendance 
were Sorors Myra Brunson, Mary Goodman, Phyllis Good-
man, Tiffany Melvin, and Sabrina Pope. During this     
luncheon the chapter was also recognized as a top fundraiser 
for the March of Dimes and St Jude Children’s Research    
Hospital. Sorors Felicia Alexander Lott and Soror Mary 
Goodman received recognition for being top individual     
fundraisers for the March of Dimes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Founders’ Luncheon at the 66th Boule &  
Education Conference, Hanover, MD 

 
July 24, 2021: Gamma Eta Eta Chapter and the Sampson 
County NAACP hosted 2021 Yellow Table Talk discussing 
COVID-19 and variants. Dr. John M. Ray, Jr. M.D, CEO and 
owner of Pinnacle Family Care, Fayetteville NC hosted this 
forum. The event was well attended by members of Chi Eta Phi 
Sorority, Incorporated and the Sampson Co NAACP.  
 
July 29, 2021: Sorors Mary Goodman, Phyllis Goodman,   
Sabrina Pope, and Christy Swinson attended Sampson Middle 
School’s Career Day. This special career day targeted students 
who experienced academic difficulties during the school year.  
We can say 2020 was a challenge for all of us. We encouraged 
students to pursue the field of nursing and discussed the diver-
sity of our profession with so many specialties you will eventu-
ally find your nitch! 

Continued on next page 
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Continued from previous page 

Sampson Middle School Career Day 
 
July 31, 2021: Sorors Mary Goodman and Phyllis Goodman 
were guest presenters at Mt. Pleasant Church Ministries 
First Annual Women’s Festival. The theme was “It’s All 
About the Women.” Attendees were provided education 
about the importance of self-care. As women we often care 
about everyone else and neglect ourselves. It was stressed 
that while beauty treatments such as pedicures and mani-
cures are important in making us feel good they are not the 
type of self- care that will extend our lives. Healthier food 
choices, exercise, mental health care are examples of the 
types of self-care we all need to engage in. The chapter   
donated a $100 cash prize. Printed education materials were 
available to attendees about hypertension, diabetes, and 
healthy eating.         
 

Mt Pleasant Church Ministries Event 
 
August 14, 2021: Members of Gamma Eta Eta Chapter  
attended  a “Sisterhood Cookout” at the home of Soror 
Tammy  McDuffie. We enjoyed one another’s company and 
the opportunity to unwind and socialize! This was much 
needed sisterly bonding! Soror Mary Goodman was the grill 
master! 
 
August 15, 2021: Members of Gamma Eta Eta Chapter  
attended Sampson County’s Community Health Day hosted 
by the Sampson County Health Department. COVID-19 
vaccinations were administered. Members of Gamma Eta 
Eta Chapter  provided blood pressure and glucose screening. 
Cape Fear Valley Health Care Systems provided educational 
materials and ink pens, glow sticks, and other promotional 
materials for the event.  

Sampson County’s Community Health Day  

August 28, 2021: Dinner and a Movie Members of 
Gamma Eta Eta Chapter, dates, sisters, and spouses 
attended a viewing of the movie ARETHA starring  
Jennifer Hudson at the …. Theater, Fayetteville, NC. 
After the movie we dined at Smokey Bones Café! The 
spouses tried to takeover, but a great time was had by 
all!! 
 
September 11, 2021: Gamma Eta Eta Chapter hosted its 
annual Leadership in Chi Workshop presented by   
Phyllis Goodman, Basileus emphasis was placed on 
mentoring future leaders on the national, regional, and 
chapter level. Members participated in activities that 
included creating a mission and vision for the chapter 
and identifying types of leadership that were utilized in 
different scenarios. Attendees were gifted a $10 Chic 
Filet Gift Card, by Soror Christy Swinson, Anti-
Basileus. 

Continued on next page 
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Photos from our  

Leadership in Chi Workshop 

Continued from previous page 

September 25, 2021: St Jude Children’s  
Research Hospital Walk 

50 Shades of Pink Breast Cancer 
Awareness Event via ZOOM 


